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Analysis and Reflection on the Technical Characteristics of

the State — run Handicraft Industry in Ancient China

Inspection of Suzhou Weaving Bureau of (ing Dynasty
Dong fenhe

Abstract:The Suzhou Weaving Bureau was a government — run silk — weaving handicraft workshop
that was owned by the ancient state. Since the Qing Dynasty the scale of it had continued to expand and
the number of machines had continued to increase which provided material security for silk production.
The production relationship of the weaving bureau was a feudalistic compulsory labor service. The technical
benefits depended on the quantity and quality of the labor force including production experience and
skills. The Weaving Bureau served exclusively the royal family and imperial officials and carried out cruel
feudalistic personal restrictions and economic exploitation of the labor force. After years of accumulation
Silk — weaving technology developed slowly However it was only based on the original method to make no
fundamental changes and additions to already established traditional technologies. The production and man—
agement methods of Suzhou Weaving Bureau reflected the labor — intensive characteristics of ancient Chi—
nese handicraft technology.

Key words: handicraft technology; labor — intensive type; Suzhou Weaving Bureau
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