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Fig. 1 The cultural location of the study area and the spatial distribution of villages
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Fig. 4 The number variation of the cultural memory space in different periods
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Fig. 5 The distribution of the cultural memory space in different periods
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Type classification, pattern characteristics and influencing factors
of rural cultural memory space: A case study of Jinting town in
Suzhou

LV Long', HUANG Zhenfang', CHEN Xiaoyan**
(1. School of Geographical Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, China;
2. School of Economics and Management, Changzhou Institute of Technology, Changzhou 213032, Jiangsu,
China)

Abstract: The studies on culture of rural areas have been the focus of tourism geography.
Especially, the study of rural cultural memory and its space is the logic origin of rural cultural
studies, which is of great significance to the exhibition, recovery and reconstruction of rural
culture. Based on cultural memory theory, we define the concepts of rural cultural memory,
discuss the spatial type classification and rural cultural memory space. Moreover, we apply the
proposed classification system to discuss the rural memory space of Jinting town (the original
name: Xishan town) in Suzhou based on the combination of local chorography and GIS spatial
analysis method. The results showed that: (1) Based on the cultural memory form and the
memory field, the types of cultural memory space are divided into life and production type,
functional symbol type, social representation type and spiritual consciousness type. (2) The
characteristics of the time pattern are as follows: the space of life and production type has
remained relatively stable growth from the beginning, with a peak in the Ming and Qing
dynasties. Afterwards, its cumulative level has retained better and developed smoothly. The
spaces of functional symbol type and social representation type shows a changing trend of an
inverted U-shape pattern, and has been greatly reduced since the Republican Period. The space
of spiritual consciousness type has developed smoothly from the beginning to the end. (3) In
terms of spatial pattern, the rural cultural memory spaces have presented the characteristics of
the aggregation distribution. The dominant distribution showed a southwest- northeast trend,
and gradually expanded from south to north. The distribution density demonstrated the cluster
distribution characteristics, and presented the change trend from south to north. In particular,
the core regions of space density were given priority to the space of life and production type.
(4) The key influencing factors included: the change of human-environment interactions is the
precondition for the evolution of rural cultural memory; the flourishment of folk belief and folk
style is the important condition for the evolution of rural cultural memory; the inheritance of
official support, clan and celebrity are the support condition for the evolution of rural cultural
memory.
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