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A Discussion of the Incorrupt Government Culture in Suzhou: Centering
on Lianshi Ji by Wu Kuan

TAO Li
(School of Management, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China)

Abstract: The profound Wu Culture advocates the ideas of attaching importance to scholars and
education, and focusing on morality and benevolence. It is exquisite and elegant, and it also supports
innovation and the pioneering spirit. Wu Culture embodies the humanity-based incorrupt government
essence that “nurtures” the humanity, stresses fraternity, self-restraint, patriotism, and morality good to
one’s growth. Since Tai Bo and Zhong Yong’s arrival in Suzhou, and the “Stone of Honesty” brought by
Lu Ji during the late Han Dynasty, and throughout the dynasties of Tang, Song, Ming and Qing, Suzhou
witnessed a good number of incorrupt government officials who are revered by the people. The incorrupt
government culture with the “Stone of Honesty” as a typical example is a significant part of Wu Culture.

Key words: Lu Ji; Stone of Honesty; Lianshi Ji; incorrupt government culture; Wu Culture
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The Historical Interpretation, Analysis and Comment on Tao Yuanming’s
Approach to “Tao”

LIU Zhongwen

(Center of Academic Journals, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China)

Abstract: The academic debate on the specific connotation of Tao Yuanming’s “Tao” has been
sparkled for more than 1300 years. Su Shi, Luo Dajing and Chen Yinque interpreted Tao Yuanming’s
“Tao” from the perspectives of world view, values and philosophy of Taoism. Huang Che and Zhen
Dexiu demonstrated that Tao’s “Tao” is the one originated from the spirit of Yao and Shun as well
the teachings of Confucian classics. Ge Lifang’s astonishing view of “the first Dharma” didn’t draw
much attention. Xie Ke, Pan Dexing, Liang Qichao and Zhu Guanggian clarified that Tao’s “Tao” is a
mixture of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism. The writer agrees with the study methods taken by
Master Zibai, an eminent monk in the late Ming Dynasty, and Zhong Xiu in the Qing Dynasty, both of
whom interpreted Tao’s “Tao” from “the state of mind” and the elimination of the differences between
philosophical and religious schools. Seen from the history of the Western philosophy, Tao Yuanming
is a greater metaphysician. His contribution is to put Guo Xiang’s theory of “the cohesion between
Confucianism and Taoism” into practice throughout his life. In other words, he proved the feasibility of
Guo’s theory. For Tao Yuanming, the cohesion between Confucianism and Taoism means the unity of
human and nature. Besides, both the era in which Tao lived and his social connections have contributed
the inevitable effects that Buddhism exerted on him.

Key words: Tao Yuanming; Tao; Taoism; new thoughts of nature; spirit of Yao and Shun; the first
Dharma; mixture of Confucianism; Buddhism and Taoism; state of mind; metaphysician; cohesion
between Confucianism and Taoism; analysis; comment
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