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Image, Word and Chinese Gardens
Juxtaposition of Photograph and Lyric by Chen Congzhou
MU Xiao-dong
(School of Architecture , Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 , China)

Abstract: The monograph of Suzhou Gardens, edited and written by the architectural historian Chen
Congzhou, was published in 1956. On each photograph he has written a line of lyric, which is
considered a vital cultural practice in the field of Chinese gardens. The paper has firstly discussed that
the systematic juxtaposition of photograph and lyric with mechanism of Chinese traditional arts is
based on Chen’s individual adeptness on poetry and painting. Then, it has pointed out that the
particular aesthetics is embedded in manifold mediums in his spiritual world including photograph,
lyric and juxtaposition of photograph and lyric. Thirdly, it has found that this monograph is not just
only a historical measurement and document, but also has the potential to be an open and infinite text
in the aspect of representation of Chinese gardens. Last but not the least, in terms of reconsidering
Professor Chen’s legacy, the author attempts to propose that Chinese gardens and their
representations should be further probed into to develop those veiled intellectual ranges in new
perspectives and methods.

Key words: Chen Congzhou; lyric; image; word; Chinese gardens

photograph; openness;
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