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ABSTRACT: In light of the discovery of bronze mirrors inscribed with astronomical signs unearthed from Guigang,
Guangxi province, this paper suggests that the crab and vase iconographies found on mirrors with Buddha-phoenix motifs
in the Wu Kingdom are the zodiacal representations of Cancer and Aquarius. Due to the spread of Buddhism and possibly
associated western astrology, people in the Wu Kingdom might have acquired the knowledge of the zodiac system, and
selectively incorporated it into their indigenous legends. Based on the analysis of historical sources, these astronomical

iconographies were most likely introduced to China via the marine route from further south. This serves as new evidence

substantiating the argument that the transmission of early Buddhism into southern China might follow the maritime route.
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