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Cultural Convergence and Social Development Impacted by Regional Communication:

The Songze Cultural Tombs at the Dongshancun Site
MU Dong—xu

(College of History and Culture, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong, 250100)

Abstract: The excavation of the Dongshancun Site provides new materials for the study of the Songze
Culture in the area of Lake Taihu. It also provides an important opportunity for further exploring the develop-
ment process of the Songze Culture. The pottery wares unearthed from the tombs at this site indicate that the
Songze Culture, while inheriting the Majiabang Culture, had been interacting with surrounding cultures,
which led to a cultural convergence in this region, as also seen within the Lake Taihu area, although the cul-
tural differences between areas indicated by the pottery gui—cooking vessels never disappeared. In terms of
society, a layered social structure of settlements had been formed in the early Songze Culture time, demon-
strating the impacts of regional communication on its social development.

Key words: Songze Culture; Dongshancun Site; cultural convergence; social development
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