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On the Strata and Development of Huan( )
Rhyme in Southern Variants of Wu Dialect

SUN Yi—zhi
(School of Humanities Hangzhou Normal University Hangzhou 311121 China)

Abstract: There are four sound strata in Huan () Rhyme in Southern Variants of Wu Dialect. Layer I
merges into the Huan( ) Rhyme and Ge( ) Rhyme reflecting phonetic features of Qin Dynasty. Layer Il
incorporates in “tong rhyme groups” which is the early stage of gieyun ( ). Layer III belongs to the
qieyun ( ) layer the Huan( ) Rhyme merges into Tan( ) Rhyme when their initials are Duan( )
groups the Huan( ) Rhyme is independent or concourses with other rhyme when their initials are bang( )
groups or jilan( ) groups. However in the Shangshan region the diffluence and concourse of their rhyme
are in variety. Layer [V is literary reading. Besides the development of each layer is also discussed in the
paper.

Key words: Southern Variants of Wu Dialect; strata; Huan( ) Rhyme; development
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