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Qian Daxin and the Formation, Practice and
Idea of the Ancient Learning Group

DAIT Shu-hong, XIAO Yong-ming
(Yuelu Academy, Hunan University,Changsha 410082,China)

Abstract: The core value of the Han-IL.earning School was to count academic of Han Dynasty as a crite-
rion. Together with relevant faith and technology system, it constituted the original paradigm of Qianjia
textology. This paradigm generated a profound and lasting impact on Qian Daxin and Wang Mingsheng to
concentrate on the study of textology. But the primary appellation was still the Ancient Learning, which e-
volved broad and narrow sense. The imperial examinations at 1754 brought Wang Mingsheng, Qian Daxin
and Ji Yun together, and then helped to bring about the Ancient Learning group. They immediately carried
out numerous practices, and undertook the mission of compiling Wu Li Tong Kao. All the circumstances
mean that the textology would transfer from the edge position to the center place, and replace Neo-Confu-
cianism gradually, finally turn into the mainstream academic form.
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