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Han Gou Dug by Wu State and Its Profound Historical and Cultural Background:
The Evolution of Wu’s National Strategy in the Spring and Autumn Period

WU Enpei
O Research Center of Wu Culture, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, Chinall

Abstract The historical and cultural background of Han Gou that was dug to fight Qi State by Fu Chai, the king
of Wu State in 486 B.C. is discussed in this paper. The background of Han Gou involves the historical evolution
of Wu’s national strategy that turned from “confronting Chu with Jin” to “strengthening the country and becoming
a hegemony” and finally to “heading for the North and fighting for hegemony”. It is the preparation of the war
against Qi State under the national strategy of “heading for north and fighting for hegemony” during Fu Chai’s
rule that impelled and led to the construction of Han Gou. Han Gou is not only a sector of the Grand Canal that is
added to the List of World Heritage in the later ages, but also the origin of the “Grand Canal of China”.

Key words the Grand Canal of China; List of World Heritage; Han Gou; Spring and Autumn Period; Wu State;
Wu Culture
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