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Chinese Cultural Education Tradition of the Past 100 Years:
Tang Wenzhi and Wuxi College of Chinese Culture

CHEN Guo-an
(School of Humanity, Soochow University, Suzhou Jiangsu 215123, China)

Abstract Tang Wenzhi was a famous educator and both a Confucian and Neo-Confucian scholar in modern
China. Tang, an educator with a background of Neo-Confucianism, was the principal of both Shanghai Institute
of Technology (now called Shanghai Jiao Tong University) and Wuxi College of Chinese Culture, making them a
legend in the history of education in modern China. Since Tang is not only a pioneer of technological education,
but also a master in sinology, and he is the representative of new “Practical Learning”. The author of The
Principals of the Four Books and The Notes of the Thirteen Confucian Classics, he made a distinguished
achievement on Confucianism and the latter is the epitome of his theory. His over 30 years of exploration on
College of Chinese Culture witnessed his greatest accomplishment, which is still worth studying.

Key words Tang Wenzhi; Wuxi College of Chinese Culture; the Thirteen Confucian Classics for Undergraduates;
education of Confucian classics; history of modern education
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