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Perceptual Studies on Voiced Initial Stops in Wu( ) Dialect: Illustrated
by the Example of Shanghai( ) Dialect

WANG Yi-zhi* and CHEN Zhong-min?

(1. Department of Chinese language and Literature, Shaoxing University, Shaoxing Zhejiang 312000, China;
2. Department of Chinese language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: This paper seeks to determine some possible cues for voicing perception of initial stops based on
Shanghai( ) dialect. Perceptual experiments indicate that natives use different cues to perceive voicing of

initial stops. The results show that FO is critical in perceiving voicing on initial stops in initial position, but only
has a weak effect in medial position. Another acoustic cue—closure, is proved to be a prime cue for
voiced-voiceless distinction of initial stops in medial position. The data explain the reason why the Voiced
initial stops are so different in different position phonetically but the same perceptually.

Key words: Wu( ) dialect; Shanghai( ) dialect; Voiced initial stops; Voiced-voiceless distinction
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