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The Universal-reference Usage of Interrogative

Words in the Wu Dialects in Southern Jiangsu
WANG Jian', MAO Qiujie’, GU Jing’, HUANG Fei'
(1. School of Humanities, Changshu Institute of Technology, Changshu 215500;

2. Shimao Primary School of Kunshan Economic and Technological Development Zone, Kunshan 215300;
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Abstract: The interrogative words in Northern Wu have universal-reference usage, just like their counterparts in

standard mandarin. The concessive conjunctions in standard mandarin are omissible, while in Northern Wu they

are not in most cases. This paper describes this difference between Northern Wu and standard mandarin and ex-

plains the reason why the difference exists from the diachronic perspective.
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