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Shifting and Performance in Suzhou Pingtan
—"Plum and Bamboo: Chinas Suzhou Chantefable Tradition' written by Mark Bender
Li Dong — peng' Gao Qin’
(1. Shanghai Audio&Video Information Center 200000;
2. College of Humanities and Commuications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234)

Abstract: The integration of regional history and cultural history is a new breakthrough in the study of re—
gional social and economic history. Pingtan is a representative of Suzhou local folk art which is widely popular
in the whole Wu language area in modern times. Its artistic characteristics are all ages and tastes and it has
been widely connected with regional economy culture and people. It is one of the important clues in the study
of regional social and economic history. Due to the important role of Pingtan in the contemporary Wu language
region it has attracted the attention of a group of overseas scholars. " Plum and Bamboo: China’s Suzhou
Chantefable Tradition" which written by Mark Bender is the representative work of overseas study about Ping—
tan so far. The book introduces the history of Pingtan the performance mode and the theoretical method used

and Mark Bender believes that the "shifting" of art is the charm of the performance of the show.

Key words: Suzhou Pingtan; shifing; Regional Social and Economic History; Oral Field



