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The Encounter of Folklore Art with Modernity

— A Case Study of Suzhou Shengpu Xuanjuan
Zhu Guannan Yang Wangsheng

Abstract: By inspecting the change of Suzhou Shengpu Xuanjuan, the essay reveals the two—sided im-
pact of modernization and urbanization on folklore art such as Shengpu Xuanjuan. It has suffered from the de-
struction of traditions and also gone through modern development, which brings not only the negative impact
but also the possibility of positive promotion. On one hand, modernization and urbanization have brought
drastic changes in people’s life space in Shengpu, eroding the traditional life field on which tradition culture
relies. On the other hand, the protection of intangible cultural heritages has given recognition to the folk cul-
ture Shengpu Xuanjuan that was previously neglected and even belittled. This “awakening effect” promotes
the consciousness of the cultural identity of Shengpu Xuanjuan, thereby leading to a transition of its purpose
from a means of livelihood to the artist transmission.

Keywords: Shengpu Xuanjuan; folklore art; intangible cultural heritage
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