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Hydraulic Map., Flood and Watercourse Governance official
“Map of the Yellow River in Jiangnan Province” of Yu Chenglong
and the Watercourse Governance Politics of Middle Kangxi Reign

Xi Huidong
(Research Institute for History of Northwest China, Northuest University, Xi’an, 710069)

Abstract: The hydraulic maps had played an important role in the flood management and water-
course—governing politics of Qing Dynasty. The “Map of the Yellow River in Jiangnan Province”,
preserved in the Taipei Palace Museum in succession, was painted in the 38th year of Kangxi Reign
(1699) by Yu Chenglong the Watercourse Viceroy under the order of Emperor Kangxi personally. For
solving the problems led by the river — obstructing dams built by the former Watercourse Viceroy
Dong An—guo, Emperor Kangxi made his third inspection tour to the South in the March of the 38th
year of Kangxi Reign when Emperor Kangxi ordered Yu Cheng—long and the official of the Imperial
Household Affairs Office Dong Dian— bang to paint maps of the Yellow River, and then he created the
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wood Map of Qingkou. Those maps were all fully uesd in the watercourse— governing operations dur-
ing the middle Kangxi Reign. Being the communicating bridge about the watercourse situation be-
tween the Watercourse Viceroy and Emperor Kangxi, Emperor Kangxi and the Great Scholars, the
Great Scholars and the Nine Ministers and so on, the Map of the Yellow River in Jiangnan Province
was important foundation of watercourse administration in the Qing Dynasty. The map tells the third
inspection tour to the South of Emperor Kangxi, the mapping system and the circulating ways of the
hydraulic maps of the Qing Dynasty, and thus takes an important position in the watercourse adminis-
trating history, the hydraulic history and the cartographic history of China.

Key words: Map of the Yellow River in Jiangnan Province; Watercourse Governance Politics;

Emperor Kangxi; Yu Cheng—long; Dong Dian— bang
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