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The Ballads and the Literati in the Wu Area:
A Case Study of Changzhou in the Qing Dynasty

Ji Lingmei

Abstract: The literati of Changzhou in the Qing Dynasty have paid great attention to the folk literature re—
source such as the ballads, and made efforts in carrying forward the tradition of ballad. In their perspective,
this tradition was rich and colorful, and the spirit of openness and the artistry of these ballads have infiltrated
into their own creation. Huang Zhongze is a typical example. This indicates that in the Qing Dynasty, the lite—
rati in the Wu area have set their sights on the grass root literature such as the ballads, absorbing nourishment
from the folk literature in order to promote the development of the thought of literature enlightenment.

Key words: ballad; Qing Dynasty; literati in Changzhou
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