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On Bronze Founding in Wu Culture(Second Part)
—Development of Metallurgy in the History of the Wu

XITA O Menglong
(Zhenjiang M useuni, Zhenjiang Jiangsu 212002, China)

Abstract; Since the Qin and Han Dynasties metallurgy of the Wu Kingdom developed continuously. Copper
founding, iron founding and steelmaking were well developed in the Wu during the period of the Han Dynasty
and the Six Dynasties and became a leading industry to the nation’ s economy and the people’ s livelihood.
Since the Han Dynasty bronze mirrors were well known in Danyang County, which later developed into the
manufacturing center of bronze mirrors. The discovery of various ways of making steel was a milestone in the
Chinese metallurgy history. After the economic center moved to the South in the Dang Dynasty non-ferrous
metal industry developed greatly . Runzhou ranked third in metallurgy and bronze mirrors, gold and silver ware
and so on were sent to the court as tributes. Steelmaking in Suzhou reached the peak in the Ming and Qing
Dy nasties. The techniques in making traditional metal handicrafts have been going on and improved greatly.

Key words: the Wu Kingdom; metallurgy; development

(T2 4, A 4R



