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Tibetan Buddhist Elements Contained by Artifacts Unearthed in Shanghai
XU Ru-cong

(Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, 201306)

Abstract: Since the Yuan dynasty, Tibetan Buddhism has been widely spread in regions outside Tibet,

bringing in distinctive religious ideas and arts. Among the numbers of temples and pagodas distributed in

the Jiangnan areas, the Buddhist artifacts unearthed from the “heavenly palaces” (tiangong) and under-

ground palaces (digong) of pagodas in Shanghai contain Tibetan Buddhist elements from the Yuan dynasty

through the Qing dynasty, providing material evidence of the spreading of Tibetan Buddhism in Jiangnan. Ex-

amining these artifacts may bring knowledge of the integrating means and characteristics of the Han and Ti-

betan cultures in the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties.

Key words: Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties; Shanghai areas; Yuanying Pagoda in Songjiang; Fahua Pa-

goda in Jiading; Tibetan Buddhism
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