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Brief Excavation Report of the Site of Jingkou Navigation Lock in Zhenjiang,
Jiangsu Province

Nanjing Municipal Museum  Zhenjiang Museum

Abstract: The Jingkou Navigation Lock, located in Zhenjiang, Jiangsu Province, was the first lock built
on the Jiangnan Canal and a major hub for water transport during the Tang through the Qing Dynasty, but
transformed to a road in Republic Time. The excavation conducted from 2011 to 2012 discloses the situation
of the lock in the Tang, Northern Song through Ming and Qing dynasties with remains of the gate, river chan-
nel, dock, roads and pavilions. Unearthed includes also pottery artifacts of daily and ritual uses dating back
to the Tang through the Republic period including two precious blue and white porcelain vases of the Yuan
Dynasty. The Jingkou Lock Site is an important part of the Grand Canal heritage and is of great historical
and cultural significance.

Key words: Zhenjiang of Jiangsu; Jingkou Navigation Lock; the Grand Canal; Tang, Northern Song,

Yuan, Ming and Qing; blue and white porcelain of the Yuan
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