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Waterside: A Field for Literary Societies in Jiangnan in the Qing Dynasty
LUO Shijin

(Institute for Classics, School of Humanities, Soochow University, Suzhou, Jiangsu 215006)

Abstract: Unique landscapes, numerous gardens and resorts, and mansions and residences in Jiang-
nan , or the south of the Yangtze River area, are the common fields for the creative engagements of lit-
erary societies in the Qing Dynasty. Regarding literary activities, due emphasis is usually put on “dy-
namic elements”, whose core is literati, or on “static elements” such as texts, but not on what is in
between literati and texts, that is, the physical scenario. Based on an examination of the relationship
between “water-related field” in Jiangnan and the development of literary societies in the Qing Dynas-
ty, the paper argues that men of letters then and there constructed in their literary writings nature fea-
turing water, and that their perception of nature as such helped construct their literary experience.
Such mutual construction generated an interaction between the Jiangnan literati and the water-related
environment. In the Qing Dynasty, the numerous “waterside” works by the Jiangnan literary societies
and their stories accumulatively turned local knowledge, and, a step further, memories of the times
containing literary and social, cognitive and aesthetic dimensions, thus becoming significant clues to
the life and cultural landscape of the Jiangnan literati of the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; the south of Yangtze River; literary groups; lakeside; nature writing; crea-

tion site
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