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From Tianlun to Yinlun— On the Evolution
of Liu Yuxi’ s Philosophical Thoughts

XTAO RuiHfeng
( College of Humanities Zhejiang University of Technology Hangzhou 310023  China)

Abstract: Both Tianlun ( On the Relationship between Heaven and Man) and Yinlun ( Narrative Ar—
gumentations on Current Affairs) are important philosophical writings by Liu Yuxi ( 772-842) re—
presenting different developmental stages of his philosophical thoughts. The latter includes seven in—
dependent yet co-supporting and co-setting-off parable-style narrative argumentations which discuss
the correlations between and changes of things from opposing aspects ( fortune versus misfortune

bigness versus smallness sharpness versus bluntness voice versus merit) . They thus expound his
gradually maturing and deepening thoughts on nave dialectics indicating that Liu Yuxi’ s philosophi—

cal thoughts have attained new historical heights.

Key words: philosophical thoughts; political thoughts; voice versus merit; application versus con—

servation



