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On Weng Tonghe and the Westernization Movement:
A Focus on Tongwenguan Crisis
SHEN Qian
(School of Marxism, Changshu Institute of Technology, Changshu 215500, China)

Abstract: When Westernization Movement arose, the famous politician in the late Qing Dynasty, Weng Tonghe,
started his political career. During the debating on setting up the Astronomy— Mathematics School in the Tongwen-
guan in the year of 1867, Weng Tonghe was not involved in the core debating, but he was on the side of the conser-
vative party, making his best efforts, displaying a tenacious Chinese traditional ideological standpoint. Weng’ s
words and behavior not only harbored national indignation towards the western powers who brought violence and na-
tional betrayal and humiliation, but also implicitly showed the China—centrism complex under the circumstances of
traditional hierarchical ranks differentiating the domestic and overseas.

Key words: Weng Tonghe; Tongwenguan; Westernization Movement; conservative stance
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Implementing the Literature Document and Expanding Research Horizon:

An Interview with Zhang Jian, Researcher in Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
ZHANG Jian
(Literary Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)
Abstract: The Weng family in Changshu has rich literature. By sorting out the diary and poetry collection of Weng
Xincun, it is not difficult to find its vast and rich historical and cultural value. In terms of the Weng study, empha-
sis on in—depth study of both the family and non-familial literature undoubtedly helps to expand research perspec-
tives, bringing new discoveries. As the famous culture family in China history, Weng family s values, ethics and
conducts in society play a strong role model and provide good practices. Launching the publishing of Weng family’
s literature and the research on its cultural heritage can further enhance the cultural influence and soft power of
Changshu. A comprehensive three—dimensional perspective on Weng Tonghe will be one of the major development
directions.

Key words: Diary of Weng Xincun; review of Weng’ s family literature; study of Weng Tonghe
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