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The Worship of Tianhou in Modern Shanghai
GAO Hong - xia
( College of Humanities and Communications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: The Tianhou worship is one of Chinese important folk beliefs. As the important belief circle of the Tianhou wor—
ship Tianhou worship in Shanghai had the official and the folk forms which at first promoted each other mutually in the histori—
cal course of late Qing Dynasty to Republic of China. During the period of the Republic of China the government no longer held
the sacrifice rituals only the official — made Temple constructions remained. And the folk worship activities still existed and af—
fected especially to the coastal immigrants. Merchants of Fujian and Guangdong were the basic believers of the Tianhou wor—
ship and nearly all their guild halls and chambers in Shanghai were the complex buildings which gathered the Tianhou Temple
and the guild constructions in a body. Though many merchants from other provinces in Shanghai also sacrificed Tianhou in their
guild halls and chambers their shrine orders ritual activities and other aspects were different from the Fujian and Guangdong’
s. To the Shanghai Fujian merchants Tianhou was not only the god of sea and profession but also the local god. Tianhou wor—
ship made most Fujian guild halls and chambers cohesive and affinitive between the native merchants and Tianhou enshrine
and worship made some of Fujian guild halls and chambers even exceeded native associations in the capacity for action during
the period of the Republic of China.

Key words: Tianhou worship; Tianhou temple; Chaozhou guild hall; Three Hills guild hall
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