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The Family Cusgom and Syle and the Long Tradition o
Learning in the Medieval Yao Family o Wuxing

—A new perspective o the cultural function in the continuance o arisocratic family

WANG Yong-ping
(School of Scid Development ,  Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225002, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract : Yeo family of Wuxing, emerging from the end of the Han Dynagy to the Kingdom of Wu, had a long
decline and became an irferior famly with a humble gatus. However , with the cultura background, the family
mot only maintained the characteridics of arigocratic family , but redored its gatus to me externt during the late
Suthern and Northern Dynagties and took a gorious politicd postion in the Tang Dynasy. Gadudly irfluenced by
Gorfucianiam, the family members practiced loyaty and filia duty. Asto its domedic learning, Yeo family was
known for the familiarity with Gorfucian clasdcs, laer placed a ecia enphads on literature and hidory in the
late Suthern and Northern Dynadies and findly achieved its aim in the Sui and Tang Dynagies. Mearwhile, Yeao
family was adept in medicine and was highly valued by the rulersof the Northern Dynagy , which dffered an oppor-
tunity for the family to pronote its ocia datus.
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