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The Timely, Gradual and Sectional Restoration of Suzhou Circumvallation

WU En-pei, ZHU Jian-gang, TAO Li
(Wu Culture Research Institute, Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China)

Abstract: A preliminary investigation of the Suzhou circumvallation and its ruins in the year 2009 reveals the
following statistics: The current situation of the ruins based on the research data of Suzhou circumvallation in 2009
is 15, 204.31 meters in perimeter (total length by measuring in the wall midline); circumvallation with complete ancient
bricks, 1, 24998 meters (accounting for 8.22% of the total length); newly-built walls since the 1980s, 204.42 meters (1.34%
of the total); wall remnants, 618.19 meters (4.07% of the total); the ruins of the city wall, 2, 359.3 meters (15.52% of the
total); seriously intruded ruins, 161.04 meters (1.06% of the total); ruin-converted green belts and landscape, 4, 054.93
meters (26.67% of the total); ruins covered by bridges or roads, 1, 005.85 meters (6.62% of the total); ruins occupied by
various buildings, 4, 639.26 meters (30.51% of the total); ruins under restoration, 911.34 meters (5.99% of the total) . As the
ruins of Suzhou circumvallation have distinct locations and a considerable part is under sound protection, the restoration
enjoys the prerequisite of space. Considering the internal cultural needs of the ancient city proper and the pros and cons
of the circumvallation, the Suzhou circumvallation is to undergo timely, gradual and sectional restoration. With years of
efforts by sessions of governments and generations of citizens, the Suzhou circumvallation should take on its original
circle.
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