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A Survey of the Inheritance and Development of the

Intangible Cultural Heritages in Suzhou
—A Case Study of Kunqu Opera and Suzhou Opera

JIN Hong
( School of Humanities and Social Sciences Suzhou University of Science and Technology Suzhou 215009 Jiangsu)

Abstract: Kunqu Opera Suzhou Opera Suzhou Pingtan( Suzhou Storytelling and Ballad Singing) and the Taoist music of Xuan—
miao Temple in Suzhou are among the first of Suzhou literature and art to have been placed on the List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritages at national level. Research suggests that while considerable achievements have been made in the inheritance and devel—
opment work of the above-mentioned four intangible cultural heritages some problems also exist. For instance many operas have
failed to have been handed down from past generations; there are not enough actors in reserve; the inheritance plan is still far
from perfect; its theoretical research is divorced from on-the-stage practice to name just a few. For these reasons programs for
the inheritance and development of the intangible cultural heritages in Suzhou must be formulated; governmental projects troupe
and theatre projects education programs and the like should be well combined through unified coordination and the inheritance
and development should be put into practice by broadening the communication channels and increasing the investment. Only in
this way can the inheritance and development be achieved in the real sense.
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