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On the Relationship between Kunqu Opera and Suzhou Opera
Zhu Hengfu

Abstract: After being disseminated to Suzhou, Changxi Tanhuang developed into Suzhou tanhuang .
Under the influence of Kunqu opera, Suzhou Tanhuang evolved into two types of artistic expressions,
Qiantan and Houtan. In the 1940s, on the one hand, Suzhou tanhuang saved the dying kunqu opera; on the
other hand, kunqu opera helped the Suzhou tanhuang develop into a mutual opera. Since the 1950s, Kunqu
opera and Suzhou opera kept a close relationship in the performances in Suzhou, actors in both troupe must
learn and perform the plays in two types of opera, which lead to the mutual influence in performance skills.
However, in recent 20 years, Kunqu opera which has been attaching great importance by government and
the society, alienated from Suzhou opera.

Keywords: Kunqu opera; Suzhou opera; relationship; Suzhou
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