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The Provincial Guilds and Fellow Provincials

Associations of Modern Shanghai

GUO Xuyin
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University. Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract; Modern Shanghai was a typical city of immigrants, and there were provincial guilds and fellow provincials
associations of businessmen from other provinces which contributed to the prosperity of Shanghai’s industry and com-
merce and the development of multi-culture of Shanghai, reflecting its national characteristics in the growth history of the
national businessmen. These provincial guilds and fellow provincials associations enacted regulations, bills and rules for
internal administration, and they became the early autonomous organizations in modern times. Moreover, they enacted
parliament-like democratic management, and obeyed laws in maintaining rights and dealing with social affairs. These or-
ganizations were the early groups that embraced legal system, and the records they left in Shanghai’s modern history can-
not be neglected.

Key words: Shanghai, provincial guild, fellow provincials association, main function and role
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